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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

                              

Dear families

All staff at our school are working hard to minimise distractions 
in class so that our number one focus is learning. Our leaders 
provide ongoing support with this and Paul Hudson, our Deputy 
Principal has been leading a change in the way mobile phones 
are used in the Middle and Senior School.

MOBILE PHONE POLICY AT GAWLER & DISTRICT 

COLLEGE (Years 7-12)

At Gawler and District College we are determined to provide our 
students with every opportunity to succeed in their studies. As a 
result of our commitment to your son or daughters’ education we 
have decided that in Term 3 and 4 we are going to police inappro-
priate mobile phone use.

Recent scientific studies have indicated that students are becom-
ing increasingly dependent on their mobile phones to the point 
that they are: distracted from studies and disturb those around 
them trying to study; losing the capacity to socialise face to face 
with others; and losing considerable hours of sleep which then 
impacts on their capacity to concentrate at school. The results 
globally indicate that students are experiencing increased mental 
health issues as a direct result of   over-dependence upon mobile 
phones.

At GDC we will support our students to focus more in class and 
to engage in learning by removing phones which are being used 
without teacher permission. Teachers will first ask students to 
put phones away, and follow up with a request for the student to 
hand them up if they are not secured in a bag or pocket. 

        Cont......



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  continued....

GDC BASEBALL NEWS

 Our next double header for our baseball teams is on 
Wednesday  5th   September against Seaton.

 Ashley Dearlove recently spoke on Triple B FM promoting 
our newly  formed Baseball Academy and Billy Vincent has 
indicated that there will be some really big announcements 

very soon!

YR 9 MEDIA ARTS

Here are some fantastic shots of photos taken with varying shutter speeds. Casey Tyler and the students 
experimented with the balloons and got some amazing results. Due to popular demand, students from our  
disability unit also got the chance to burst some bubbles!!
Casey Tyler - Media Arts Teacher

As a last step, a member of the Executive team will be called and they will request the phone be 
handed over. Should the student refuse a request from a member of the school administration, they 
may be suspended for one day.

Confiscated phones can be collected from the Front Office at 3.15. The phones will be stored safe-
ly until students come to pick them up. In the case of emergencies, parents can still contact their 
daughter or son by phoning the school (8521 2400) and a message will be taken to the student 
immediately.

The policy will be posted on our website and we encourage you to look at it. We have had many 
emails applauding our stance and we look forward to working with you as part of our team to support 
our students to be the best they can be.

Kind regards,

Paul Hudson     Andrew Dickinson 
Deputy Principal   Principal



JUNIOR SCHOOL
We have had a fantastic start to Term 3!

Our Junior School has introduced a Positive Play programme on Wednesday afternoons. Every Wednesday 
from 2.30pm until 2.50pm the whole Junior School go outside and participate in games as a class to promote 
positive play across the school. The teachers are explicitly teaching the skills necessary to compete and 
play with together successfully. It is a fun time where children look forward to the reward of some whole 
class time together where everyone can be successful and have fun as a class. Positive Play gives us a 
great opportunity to use the keys to communication that the children use with the Kimochis programme. 
The Play Programme has begun with great results. Children are having fun learning new skills and are 
playing some of the games at lunch times with their friends. We look forward to learning lots more new 
games as the term progresses. 
 
Last Friday night we held our very first ‘Winters Night In’ fundraising event. It was a very well attended and 
successful night. Our children all came dressed in their PJs and Onesies, with their pillows and rugs. During 
the night the children could play card and board games, watch a movie, eat delicious cinnamon donuts and 
drink a mug of warm Milo. There were even yummy treats for sale! Everyone, staff and students included, 
had a fabulous night enjoying each other’s company on a cold and wintery night!
An amazing start to the term!

Julie Stockdale - R-6 Head

BOOK WEEK IS 
COMING!



MIDDLE  SCHOOL

Open Boys Basketball Carnival

On Wednesday 1st August a group of year 10 boys participated in an Open Boys Basketball Carnival at 
the Parafield Gardens Recreation Centre. As it was an open competition, we were up against some strong 
opposition and therefore struggled to get a win on the board. We did however, manage to draw one game 
and were quite unfortunate not to win. Paralowie evened the score with only a few seconds to go. Thanks 
to all the students for your positive attitude and behaviour throughout the day. Well done!

Richard Hughes - PE Teacher

It’s hard to believe that we are halfway through the year already! It has been a busy start to Term 3 but 
students are settled into their classes and working well.  Students in Years 7-9 have started the Wellbeing 
and Engagement Survey during their core classes and should be finished by the end of the term. We are 
also part of a ‘NAPLAN’ online trial which will be taking place later this term.  Students who will be affected 
by this will be given a letter for their parents or carers explaining the process.
Later this term, Year 9 students will be choosing their electives for 2019. They will be provided with course 
counselling prior to this and will bring home information about their choices and the process in a few weeks.

Students should start to think about the subjects they have most enjoyed and been successful in this year 
and use this to make their decisions. Year 8 students will complete their subject selections for 2019 in Term 
4.
Both Year 7 classes will be busy this term with a number of excursions to the Central Markets, Adelaide 
Gaol and possibly Clelands Wildlife Park happening across the term. It was also great to see a number of 
our Year 7 students participating in the SAPSASA Soccer Carnival in week 9 of last term. Our teams were 
quite successful, with one finishing 6th and the other 2nd in their respective groups.

In this newsletter, there is an important article on our Mobile Phone Policy.  All students have been made 
aware of this policy in Home Care and Year Level meetings and are regularly reminded. It would be great if 
parents and carers can familiarise themselves with this policy and support us in helping students to make 
the most of their class time.  Additionally, we have also reminded students that they are not allowed to leave 
the school grounds in the morning or throughout the day. Our school has a Breakfast Club which operates 
3 mornings a week, providing a selection of hot and cold nutritional breakfast choices completely free of 
charge. Ms McKenzie’s Scrambled Eggs are legendary and we would strongly encourage students to use 
this option.   

Liz Rankin - Middle School Head

Second Hand Uniforms

Just a reminder to any families that may 
have uniform items they no longer use, 

we would appreciate it greatly if you 
would donate them to the school for 

other students to use.



SENIOR SCHOOL 

Our 2018 Class of Cabaret Top Act!

Over the course of the first semester, I had the amazing 
privilege to be a part of the Adelaide Cabaret Festival as 
a student for the Class of Cabaret. I auditioned against 50 
people from around South Australia and was one of the 18 
who got through. The rehearsals started in February and 
really kicked off in April when we went to Woodhouse in the 
Adelaide Hills for camp, this was when we worked with our 
stage director, David Lampard for the first time and roughly 
performed the drafts of our final product. 

We had the awesome opportunity to work with talented 
cabaret artists Amelia Ryan and Michael Griffiths, as well 
as vocal coach, Charmaine Jones, and piano accompanist, 
Alex Wignall. We also received workshops by cabaret art-
ists to teach us about stage presence and performing.
The first performance was a group performance at the fes-
tival’s opening gala, where we walked the red carpet and 
were the back-up vocalists for Todd McKenney and Nancye 
Hayes. Being involved in this has helped me improve my 
performance and vocal skills, and make connections with 
many famous cabaret artists. I will receive 10 SACE points 
for the Class of Cabaret and was given an artist pass so I 
was able to see any show in the Cabaret Festival for free. 
Applications open soon for year 10 and 11’s for the 2019 
program.

Pria Rusby (Year 12)

Year 12 Update
During Week 2 some of our Year 12 students attended a SATAC information session. The session provided 
students with information about the university application process. Students who plan on applying for tertiary 
study can apply through the following link:

http://www.satac.edu.au/ (undergraduate). They can also get support from the Senior School team with this 
process. 

University open days are coming up:

UniSA- Sun 12th Aug

Flinders- Fri 10th and Sat 11th Aug

Adelaide Uni- Sun 12th Aug

 Students can find detailed information via each university website. 

Derek Slater - Senior School Head

 TEACHERS VS YR12 SPORTS
The next round is Netball in Week 5. Teachers are currently in the lead! 

Come and support your team!



SENIOR SCHOOL 

2018 SAASTA Aboriginal Power Cup Carnival

This year the Aboriginal Power Cup was held at EP Nazer reserve in Port Adelaide, in previous 
years it has been held at Alberton oval. The carnival ran through a period of three days which 
included 9 a side football matches for both of our boy and girl team, the career expo, banner walk, 
cultural dance practice, performing the cultural dance on Adelaide oval and watching the Port Ade-
laide vs Richmond game. 
During the carnival breaks between games allowed the students to participate in a Career Expo 
with Tertiary options, Health organisations and Major sponsors of the Carnival. As well as the expo 
the team created a road safety video with the help of MAC
The girls team played 10 games, the contests were hard and physical, our side slowly succumbed 
to injuries making the last few games challenging although the groups resilience shone through. 
The girls were successful in 5 of the games. A highlight of the carnival was seeing the girls all 
come together post game to do a combined cheer.
The boys team showed excellent team spirit, they were successful in 3 games of the 10. The boys 
worked well as a team and displayed excellent sportsmanship. Despite facing tough opposition 
our team produced plenty of goals and high flying marks across the games.
At the conclusion of the sporting carnival all teams were involved in a Dance rehearsal, a subse-
quent practice was held on the Friday at Alberton using the full oval. Following the practices all 
students were able to perform the dance on Adelaide Oval prior to the Port / Richmond Game.
The Gawler Academy was fortunate enough to be rewarded for our Road safety message at 
the Power Cup awards ceremony held within the clubrooms at Port Powers facility on Thursday 
evening. The team received a signed Port Guernsey as well as seeing the commercial played at 
Adelaide Oval during the Port game.
This was a fantastic experience for the Gawler and District College students to be immersed in 
Aboriginal culture, participate in a carnival that brings Aboriginal students from around the state 
and to perform a cultural dance on Adelaide oval.
All students were magnificent representatives of Gawler and District College and the SAASTA 
program. I thank the entire Aboriginal Education team for their work in making the three days a 
success and congratulate the students on their efforts both at the carnival and during the semester 
at school.

SAASTA TEAM



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

GAWLER SHOW 25th/26th AUGUST
That time of year is here again and Ms Bolton is looking for Staff/Students to volunteer in our Animal 
Learning Centre. You will be able to handle rabbits, chickens and guinea pigs whilst helping the general 
public. There are 3 sessions on Saturday and Sunday, 9-12, 11-2 and 2-5. Please let Ms Bolton know if 
you can help out, it is a very rewarding experience.

Ms Bolton - Science teacher

VET in Focus
GDC B-12 currently offers Cert 2 Kitchen Operations, Cert 1 Engineering, Cert 1 Construction, Cert 3 (Par-
tial) construction and Cert 3 Music Industry. GDC B-12 is also aligned to the NASSSA partnership allow-
ing students to access a further 50 courses in the Northern region. GDC students are studying courses in 
Animal Studies, Automotive, Community Services, Construction, Early Childhood Education, Game Design, 
Health & Beauty, IT and Kitchen Operations.

A full list of courses can be viewed at http://nasssa.com.au/students/vet

If you are interested in these or any additional courses please speak with Mr Jason Keep or make contact 
via Jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.au

Apprenticeships/Traineeships

Gawler and District College B-12 students are currently undertaking a variety of apprenticeships/trainee-
ships in Retail, Community services, Individual support (Disability), Hair and Business. This allows them to 
undertake a certificate level 3 in their chosen field whilst also being employed and paid through a supporting 
employer. Students split their time between the workplace and school usually with 1-2 days in the work-
place. Units completed go towards SACE completion and are also able to be used for an ATAR. If you are 
considering this pathway please speak with Mr Jason Keep or make contact via Jason.keep222@schools.
sa.edu.au

Short courses in VET  

Recently a number of year 10/11 students completed a White Card course through TAFESA. This involved 
a one day training session in which they were instructed and assessed in Work Health Safety. This now al-
lows the students to access a number of building/construction sites whether it be for Work Experience or as 
Work Placement in their VET course. Another course will run in the near future if you are interested in future 
courses please speak with Mr Jason Keep or make contact via Jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.au

Try a Trade

Students with an interest in Electrical, Plumbing, Data & Communication and Business have the option to 
be involved in a Try a Trade session conducted by PEER at their Albert Park Training Facility. Information is 
via the PEER website www.peer.com.au or through with Mr Jason Keep Jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.
au

A  girls only session is being run on Friday 14th September, specifically for students in NASSSA schools. 
Please register through  Keep Jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.au



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

SAPSASA STATE SOCCER CARNIVAL 2018

In Term 2 this year,  Shaun Clifton and Rebecca Impala were lucky enough to take two teams of students to 
participate in the 2018 SAPSASA State Girls and Boys Soccer Carnival at West Beach.

Ms Impala coached the Divison 3 Girls soccer team which consisted of students from GDC and other 
schools in our vicinity including Immanuel Lutheran, Gawler East Primary, Williamstown Primary, Trinity 
North, Trinity South, Hewett Primary, Mallala Primary and Two Wells. We also had two students all the way 
from Port Pirie West Primary School! Pirie’s district could not field a full team so arrangements were kindly 
made for those students to join our team otherwise they would have missed out.

The girls were placed 3rd overall  in the competition as we won most of the games, only one loss and two 
games were drawn. The staff were extremely proud of all the students especially our very own year 7’s 
Hayley & Cassidy. Both girls displayed exceptional behaviour, participation and positive qualities on and off 
the field! If you see these students around school please congratulate them on their efforts.

Mr Clifton coached the Salisbury East Divison 2 Girls Soccer Team with students from schools including 
Tyndale, Keithcot Farm, Gulfview Heights, Greenwith, Para Vista, Salisbury Park, Madison Park, Our Lady 
of Hope and Para Hills West Primary. This team placed sixth in the competition!

Everyone had a fantastic week and it was a great experience and opportunity to coach/teach students from 
our wider community.

Rebecca Impala and Shaun Clifton - Teachers



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

YEAR 8/9 bOYS bASkETbALL

On Wednesday 8th August, a group of year 8 and 9 students participated in a basketball carnival against 
other schools in the northern area. This was held at the Parafield Gardens Recreation Centre. We had two 
teams representing the school and they all played extremely well. We have some talented basketballers at 
this school. One of the teams finished the day undefeated and therefore were the champions in their division. 
As always, the student effort and behaviour was exemplary. Thanks to both teams for a great day. 

Richard Hughes – PE Teacher



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

GAWLER & DISTRICT COLLEGE FOUNDATION INC
The Gawler & District College Foundation Inc. is a non-profit organization that has been established to 
aid and assist the Governing Council of the College to preserve, develop and maintain the standards and 
facilities of the college.

The Foundation aspires to:
• Provide financial assistance for scholarships, staff development, and educational projects.

• Provide financial assistance for the acquisition of library resources, works of art and educational plant 
and equipment to aid the students and staff of the college. 

• Create opportunities for the College to attract and retain the interest and financial support of Old Scholars 

• To attract donations and gifts to assist with the work of the Foundation.

The AGM of the Foundation was held in May 2018 and the following persons were elected to the Board:
President               Ian Tooley
Vice President              Naomi Reschke
Secretary              Lynette Fowler
Treasurer              David Weatherley
Public Officer              Neil Gosden
Committee members             Ebony Steadman
GDC Principal              Andrew Dickinson
GDC Governing Council Leanne Conway

SCHOLARSHIPS

In 2010 the Alan Hickinbotham Scholarships were announced, advertised and students were interviewed 
and selected. The scholarships were for Year 10 students going into Year 11 & Year 12.  A further scholarship 
commenced in 2012 was sourced - Dr John Harbison Scholarship.

After extensive lobbying the Foundation was pleased to award 13 students of all secondary year levels, 
with scholarships for 2018/19 across a range of criteria - sports, arts, academic, STEM related with various 
monetary amounts. Thank you to the various scholarship donors. 

A monetary awards also given to the DUX of GDC from the previous year (taken from the Tertiary Education 
Ranking) to assist with their university studies.
Financial Assistance is also given to students on request, to attend sporting events and attendance at 
conferences etc. Over the years students have represented the state in softball, swimming, athletics, rugby, 
baseball and Youth Parliament.

Lynette Fowler - Secretary
Gawler & District College Foundation Inc



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

       
  

 

 

   

 

We’ve been cooking up a storm in OSHC 
At Camp Australia, all our OSHC programs follow the Healthy Eating Program. 

 
We make sure that the children who attend our programs eat healthy and  

delicious meals and snacks that are in line with the Australian Dietary Guidelines.  
 

To help you and your family stay healthy, we thought we’d share one of our most  
popular savoury dip from our very own Healthy Eating Cookbook. 

 
Mexican Bean and Corn Dip 
This quick and easy dip can be varied by adding cheese and/or diced fresh tomato on top. 

It can also be served hot or cold.  

You’ll need: 

2 tin of beans (use salt reduced baked beans or kidney beans)   

tins corn 

1 jar of salsa      

½ grated cheese 

5-6 medium cherry tomatoes diced or 1 tin of tomatoes 

Method: 

1. Refrigerate the cheese provided for 5 mins so that it is easier to grate. 

2. Drain excess sauce off beans and corn but do not rinse. 

3. Mix salsa and beans together. 

4. Place grated cheese and tomato on top. 

5. Serve a teaspoon of cold dip with crackers and/or vegetables. 

7. Ready to eat. Enjoy! 

 
Come Along And See What We Are Cooking Up! 
Feel free to drop by and meet our team and see the program in action. Come along and see what healthy 
meals and snacks are being made and enjoyed in every session. 

 
Program Details 
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon. 
 
The Camp Australia Team 


